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Abstract 
Gender stereotype is a social creation intended to perpetuate the 
dominance of one sex against the other. This study looks at the socio-
psychological dimensions of gender discriminations in our society. It 
amplifies the need for gender equity. It also discusses some of the 
socio-psychological potentials of boys and girl. The paper describes 
education as an instrument for development. It identifies the various 
was education can help to build a society. The paper concludes that 
maintaining a small family size and the appreciation of the fact that 
education is the right of every child mill help to remove gender 
discrimination in school enrollment The paper recommends that 
women should see the education of a girl child as a right and not as a 
privilege. 

 
In Nigeria, social cultural practices influence the role individuals' play. 

The sex of an individual act as an important factor in allotting responsibilities and 
opportunities. Unfortunately, while boys seemed to be favoured, girls have been 
unjustifiably made to suffer. 

Gender stereotype is a cultural creation. (Obodoegbulam 2008) at 
different times, individuals have suffered different types of discrimination on 
grounds of their gender. Till presently it is a matter of debate whether one gender 
is superior to the other. Yet, this practice continues to place males above females 
in all aspects of life. This is without considering their intrinsic qualities. 

The social discrimination, economic deprivation, political 
marginalization and cultural annihilation suffered by women have no intellectual 
justification. 
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(Obodoegbulam, 2006). At work places, classrooms, and family settings 
women have demonstrated ability and capability to contribute to the 
development of society. At these for a, they have never been proved less 
intelligent. 

 
Many Societies at different periods in history made women to "carry the 

cross for men happiness". At marriage, she is moved from her median to join her 
husband in his own family. During pregnancy, all her personal pursuits are held 
up till she gives birth. If her parents are faced with some financial 
difficulties, she is withdrawn from school. At home, she is confined to work with 
her mother in domestic chores while the boys play outside. 

 
During school hours, it is common to see young girls of school age hawk 

goods for their parent while their brothers are in school, some critics of 
women education have argued tat sending a girl to school is a waste of 
resources, since she will one day get married. (Nduka, 1982). They contend 
that when she gets married, the money spend on her education will be a 
waste. They also hold that if you educate a girl, it is her husband who will rip 
the benefits. 

 
The argument that women are temporary members of their median 

homes and therefore deserves limited financial investment on her 
intellectual development is rather parochial. Women as members of society 
are entit led to their  personality development .  It  is  the responsibility of 
parents to given the girl child opportunity like their male counterparts. They never 
negotiated their gender before birth to say they deserve such a second class 
treatment. According to Filshark (2003) "An urgent problem for us today in 
Nigeria is how to empower our women to be able to take their rightful place in the 
scheme of things. Education ought to be made affordable and available to all. 
This paper solicits for a total elimination of all forms of discrimination in school 
enrollment on grounds of gender. 

 
In all societies, the distinction between masculine and feminine gender 

is of cultural creation. Therefore, whatever biological creation behaviour noticed 
in a people is the exert influence of this cultural imposition! According to 
Haralambo and Holborn (2008) "If there are biological tendencies for men and 
women to behave in different ways, this can be over riding by cultural factors". This 
then supports the assertion that while sex is biological, gender is cultural 
(Obodoegbulam, 2007). Various scholars have attempted to develop certain 
categories in their discourage of gender roles. Oakley (1974) outlines four main ways 
in which socialization into gender roles take place. Thus: 
(a) The child's self concept is affected by manipulation. 
(b) Objects. Differences   are   achieved   through   canalization   involving   the 

direction of boys and girls towards 
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(c) Another aspect of socialization is the use of verbal applications such as: "you 
are naughty boy or a good girl".    
Male and Female children are exposed to different activities.  In this regard, 

Kessler and Mc'enna (2002) contend that there are exceptions to every rule which is 
supposed to distinguish the sexes. 

In another respect, the full range of hormones is present in both men and 
women, thus hormones do not provide a dividing line between the sexes. Some 
women have a high level of this hormone is higher quantity. Some persons have the 
male chromosomes "XY" but are sensitive to the effect of androgen and therefore, 
appear to be physically female. This is irrespective of the fact that they have male 
genetic records, they are identified as females. Other individual individuals have a 
condition known as Turner's syndrome. They have neither "XY" chromosomes nor 
the normal female pairing of "XY" (Instead, they have a single" X chromosome 
normally indicated by "XO". Here, it is observed that a few numbers of people have 
"XY" chromosomes as well as the predominant "OX". They have female appearance 
but can fail sex test for women. 

 
In view of the above, Kessler and Mc'enna contend that the only way of 

determining the se of an individual is by inspecting its genitals. In their view, even 
this, will not give the expected result as some have both male the female genital 
(hermaphrodites).    Despite these anomalies, both the public and scientists tend to see 
males and females as opposite. 

In another respect, some societies have recognized a third gender role, the 
berdachi. These are men who dress in some ways and act like women. In some 
societies, they have a status and are often treated as a separate gender. The western 
societies consider hermaphrodites either as male or females. Among the Potocks of 
East Africa, hermaphrodites are categorized as a distinct gender. 
 
 Education as Instrument of Development 

Without doubt, education is the greatest legacy any society can bequeath to 
her population. If we place wealth and education side-by side, a wise man or woman 
will rather choose the later. This is because education generates wealth whereas; 
wealth without education will be misdirected. This therefore, underscores the 
importance of education to any society. The world over, education is an instrument 
for development for both the individual and society. This perhaps accounts for the 
premium given to education by different societies and nations. Nyerere (1979) sees 
education as a "medium of transmitting the accumulated wisdom and knowledge of 
every society from generation to generation". He also opines that "education prepares 
the young people for their future roles in the society" 

 
Education shapes the development pattern of every society. Kosemani (1996) 

as cited by Obodoegbulam (2007) discusses the puzzle posed by Plato in his 
Republic: "How can the Government influence the individuals to accept their 
appropriate roles in the society. Again, how can the state create a class of political 
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elite based on merit and intellectual knowledge". Once of the surest ways of building 
a responsive and responsible society is through the provision of a functional 
education. If a society provides her citizens with affordable education, such society is 
moving in the right direction. 
 
Gender Equity 

While sex is biological, gender is cultural; Kaller (1991) contends that 
"gender is a cultural construct that distinguishes the roles, behaviours, mental and 
emotional characteristics between males and females developed by society". This 
social definition of the roles of individuals in the society is a pre-supposition which 
impose one gender upon another. An appreciation of the individual differences will 
help us to explore the potentials of each and every one maximally. Bern (1975) as 
quoted by Hayes (1994) argues that highly sex-type is psychologically unhealthy, for 
the individual. According to him, those beaviours which mixed psychological 
characteristics from both sexes are more psychologically healthy, because it "leads 
the individual free to engage in whatever behaviour that is appropriate to his 
situation". Here, we see the danger sex-type individuals are likely to face. The society 
will be a better place if the individuals are exposed. 
 

In Nigeria, gender knowingly or unknowingly continues to dominate the 
social activities of people. Activities and vocations are allotted on the basis of gender 
not ability, interest or aptitude. Filshak (2003) believe that the attributes of men are 
bravery, strong and the capacity to compete. Those of women are grace and 
feminity". Bernstein, Roy, Scull and Wickens (1989) see vocations like fire fighting, 
as being masculine. "Here vocations like nursing are for women. The value 
orientation centered on gender roles is likely to impact negatively on the mental 
activities of young boys and girls. Different societies unilaterally ascribe sex-roles to 
boys and girls without taking into consideration their interest, ability and capacity. In 
a way, these socially ascribed functions subjugate the individual to consider 
him/herself incapable of coping with the task designated for the opposite sex. 

 
Filshak, (2003) define gender as a natural or cultural phenomenon that 

distinguishes the personality traits of women from men that classified them as help 
mate to men in all aspects of life. In recent times, it has been proved that intelligence; 
aptitude, ability and capacity are not the exclusive reserve of men. Perkin (1995). 
Mamman (2003) opines that there is no significant different between boys and girls in 
respect of their cognitive abilities. In her view, the preponderance of male leaders 
may be rooted more on traditional or cultural practices than in the differences in 
personality. Uba (1989) in an analysis of the personality difference of individuals 
conclude that the differences in personality may be owing to their cognitive activity. 

 
Other studies such as, Madumere Obike, Cu & Ukala Cc (2011) and Eke 

(2009) also support the assertion that sex differences have nothing to do with 
individual differences. According to Mamman (2003) one of the earliest studies on 
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sex differences on intelligence was that by Terman. He administered the Stanford 
Binet scale to boys and girls and found out that there was a slight difference in favour 
of the girls. Girls showed superiority up to the age of fourteen, when this test was 
reversed, boys performed better than girls. On this basis, the study was inconclusive. 
Jenson (1980) as cited by Mamman (2003) also got an insignificant difference result 
in the sex difference between boys arid girls. The observation of these people show 
that experience and environment rather than gender accounts for their difference in 
cognitive ability. 

In some other areas of mental operation, girls have demonstrated exceptional 
qualities when compared to boys. Iketuonye (1892) Maccoby (1974) in their separate 
studies as quoted by Mamman (2003) pointed out that in verbal reasoning and 
language usage, urban girls were superior to urban boys. They also observed that 
there was no significant difference between the rural boys and girls. As it stands, it is 
crystal clear that there is no significant difference between boys and girls as can seen 
from these studies. 
 
Gender Roles 

The sex roles played by boys and girls may be biologically or socially 
mot ivated.  The b iologica l factors are owning to the phys ical  
characteristics of the individual. The social influence derives from the family 
background of the individual, the teacher, peers and school mates. 

 
Even before the appreciation of gender roles by children, there are some 

mate physical characteristics inherent in boys and girls. Bernstein, Roy, Srulls 
and Wickens in Obodoegbulam (2008), argue that "Girls are on the average 
physically strong and more mature than boys. Furthermore, girls also suffer less 
from speech, learning and sleep disorder, mental retardation and emotional 
problems." Despite the above, girls have their areas of weakness. They are less 
skilled in constructing three dimension objects, and mental manipulation of 
figures and pictures. They are also less physically aggressive, finds it difficult to 
overcome obstacles, and emotionally empathic. (Hoffman, 1997), (Maccoby and 
Jackens in Egesimba (2011) Rastac Restak, (1979) as quoted by Uzor (2010) boys 
also have their peculiar characteristics in the society. Boys play in larger group and 
space. They arc nosier and engage in more strenuous games like soccer, boxing, 
wrestling. 

 
All these try to give a sense of identify to both sexes. These socio-biological 

attributes enable both boys and girls to realize their self worth. It improper therefore, 
that they should be employed to engender bitterness, social acrimony and prejudice. 
 
Gender Prejudice 

The ill-feelings generated by gender discrimination is not helping matters. 
Instead, it has succeeded in turning the society into a battle field where men and 
women compete for justice equity and fairness. 
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Women should not be treated as second class citizens. Filshak (2003) quoting 
Peewuma (2001) said that, for long, the female has been battered and oppressed to 
the extent that she has lost her self worth and has joined the society in 
accepting that she is good for nothing but for reproduction and domestic works. 
This is a self defeating posture imposed of the female by society. Gender prejudice 
shuts the female folk out from achieving their personal life ambition. Ellah (2001) 
holds that the stability of any society demands that every member participates in 
the activities of the society according to the individual's, interest and 
expectations. To discriminate against women in terms of education deprived 
them of achieving their personal ambitions and expectations. Abdulazeez (2003) 
contends that when a woman is educated, she is equipped with the 
knowledge of so many things and can support herself in terms of need. Education 
broadens the initiative of anyone who acquires it. On this basis, to deny any group 
the benefit of this instrument of development is a way of killing the individual 
while still living. Many factors inhbit the girl child from achieving her full 
potential. These may be historical, religious, cultural or career. This human 
inhibition place the female secondary to men in all aspects of life. Her education 
is not taken serious. This type of ugly treatment meted out to the girl child is 
dehumanizing. The girl child is a bona fide member of the society by all 
standards. 

 
The task of nation building requires the genuine participation of every 

individual in the society for any meaningful socio-economic development to 
take place. Amao-kehinde (2003) submits that the potentials of women derive 
from their large population which according to her is equal to that of the men. 
Despite these impressive populations of women, Idumange (2003) contends that 
"women constitute about 50% of tile total population, 52% of the labour force, 
55% of the electorates but embarrassingly only 8% f women are literate". There 
was this taunting remark that women's education ends in the kitchen. The 
realities of today have shown that women are full of potentials both as home 
makers and bread-winners. The task of nation building is a collective exercise. 
It is obvious now that men cannot do it alone. Women are even no longer playing 
supplementary roles but complementary functions. 
 
Conclusion 

Raymam (2005) argues that one of the criteria to address the disadvantageous 
situation facing women namely, illiteracy and ignorance of the rural women is 
through sound basic education. Education is an instrument of development. Making 
education available to our population irrespective of gender will stimulate national 
growth and development. In addition, since education is the right of every Nigerian 
child, any form of discrimination against the girl child will definitely be counter-
productive. 

Without doubt, the future of this nation rests on the shoulder of our young 
boys and girls.   To discriminate against any gender will amount to laying a weak 
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foundation. On this note therefore, the education of our children irrespective of 
gender, is not only a responsibility but a task. Recommendations 
Considering the enormous human and material waste as a result of gender inequity 
the following recommendations may be of help. 
(1) Women should see the education of the girl child as a right and not a 

privilege. 
(2) Advocates of gender stereo type should appreciate the role of women in the 

task of nation building. 
(3) Men should not see women as inferior thereby denying the girl child the right 

to education. 
(4) Women NGOS' should collaborate among themselves to establish their 

presence in the society. 
(5) The achievements of women in education and politics, commerce and 

industry should be an inspiration to others.   Therefore, it is our candid 
recommendation also that more roles should be assigned to distinguished  
women   having   excellently,   brilliantly,   bravely   and successfully   
performed   as   their   antecedents   have   clearly   and convincingly shown. 

(6) Government   all   levels,    non-governmental   organizations,    social 
activities and wealth to do women and in-fact, concerned women who have 
excelled in their given fields a well as, all stakeholders, should   organize   
workshops,   seminars   and   programs   aimed   at 
sensitizing and motivating women to take up their place in the scheme of 
things. 

(7) Those social and cultural ethos that inhibit women education should be 
discouraged and made a punishable offence by law. 

(8) Religious and Traditional leaders and rulers respectively, should use their 
good offices (positions) to educate their members (subjects) on the benefits 
of women education. 

(9) The girl child should be made to go to school compulsorily.   Parents are to 
be mandated to ensure the education of their girl children from the earliest 
stages of life. 
 
Raymam (2005) argues that one of the criteria to address the disadvantageous 

situation facing women namely, illiteracy and ignorance of the rural women is 
through sound basic education. Education is an instrument of development. Making 
education available to our population irrespective of gender will stimulate national 
growth and development. In addition, since education is the right of every Nigerian 
child, any form of discrimination against the girl child will definitely be counter-
productive. 

Without doubt, the future of this nation rests on the shoulder of our young 
boys and girls. To discriminate against any gender \vili amount to laying a weak 
foundation. On this note therefore, the education of our children irrespective of 
gender, is not only a responsibility but a task. 
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